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Position Sought: 
 

Senate District M Senator 

Name and 
Political Affiliation: 
 

Patricia R. Chesbro, Registered Democrat 
 

Mailing Address:  
 

P.O. Box 1093 Palmer, AK 99645 

Email: 
 

choosechesbro@gmail.com 

Website: 
 

https://www.choosechesbro.com 

Biographical Information 
 

Age: 
 

78 

Place of Birth:  
 

Norwich NY 

Spouse’s Name: 
 

James (deceased) 

Children’s Names: 
 

James Jr, Mark, Heidi, Jennifer, Carrie 

Occupation: 
 

Retired educator 

Length of Residency in Alaska: 
 

52 years 

Alaskan Communities Lived in: 
 Palmer (74-77) 

Wasilla (77-present) 
Education: 
 Sherburne NY High School 

Syracuse University 
SUNY Albany 
UAA 

Political and Government Positions: 
 Mat-Su Borough Planning Commission 
Business and Professional Positions: 
 Teacher Bay Trail Middle School (NY) 

Teacher & Principal Palmer High School 
Superintendent of Mat-Su Schools 
Assistant Professor UAA 
Interim Dean UAA College of Education 

Service Organizations Membership: 
 Palmer Community Foundation 

Palmer Museum of History and Art 
Special Interests: 
 Playing Mountain Dulcimer 
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Position Statement 

 

When my husband and I moved to Alaska from upstate New York in 1974, it was a land 
of opportunity. Both of us were raised in small towns, where we grew up with strong 
families, good friends, good schools, and good neighbors who watched out for everyone’s 
children. That also described the Alaska we found those 50 years ago. 
The Annie E Casey Foundation has evaluated children’s well-being since 1990. The data 
assess four categories: economic well-being, education, health, and family and 
community. Between 1990 and 1995, Alaska’s children were ranked among the top ten 
states in the nation in overall well-being. In 2026, our children’s well-being ranks 47th 
out of 50 states. These data are appalling to me. We are betraying our children. 
I believe every decision the government makes should address the well-being of our 
children. Are we enacting a fiscal plan that addresses fair revenue sources? Are we 
adequately funding a robust education for all? Do we have good, up to date job training 
opportunities? Are we ensuring youth have enough food and adequate health care? Are 
we supporting early childhood education? Are we figuring out why our kids die from 
suicide, accidents, or homicide more frequently than most US kids? Are we seeking 
localized renewable energy for remote areas and training our young workers to build 
and operate them?  
When elected, I will be sure every decision I make assesses its effect on our children. 
Children are our future, but we are responsible for building theirs.   
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