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PARTY CANDIDATE 
EXCERPTS FROM ELECTION LAW - TITLE 15  

 
 Chapter 25.  Nomination of Candidates 
 Article 1.  Primary Elections -- Excerpts 
 
Section 
030.  Declaration of candidacy 
040.  Manner and date of filing declaration 
042.  Eligibility of a candidate 
043.  Determination of residency of a candidate 
045.  Withdrawal of candidacy 
050.  Requirement of filing fee 
055.  Removal of name from primary ballot 
100.  Placement of nominees on general election ballot 
 
Sec. 15.25.030. Declaration of candidacy. (a) A member of a political party who seeks to become a 
candidate of the party in the primary election shall execute and file a declaration of candidacy.  The 
declaration shall be executed under oath before an officer authorized to take acknowledgments and must 
state in substance 
 
    (1) the full name of the candidate; 
 
    (2) the full mailing address of the candidate; 
 
    (3) if the candidacy is for the office of state senator or state representative, the house or senate district 
of which the candidate is a resident; 
 
    (4) the office for which the candidate seeks nomination; 
 
    (5) the name of the political party of which the person is a candidate for nomination; 
 
    (6) the full residence address of the candidate, and the date on which residency at that address began; 
 
    (7) the date of the primary election at which the candidate seeks nomination; 
 
    (8) the length of residency in the state and in the district of the candidate; 
 
    (9) that the candidate will meet the specific citizenship requirements of the office for which the person 
is a candidate; 
 
    (10) that the candidate is a qualified voter as required by law; 
 
    (11) that the candidate will meet the specific age requirements of the office for which the person is a 
candidate; if the candidacy is for the office of state representative, that the candidate will be at least 21 
years of age on the first scheduled day of the first regular session of the legislature convened after the 
election; if the candidacy is for the office of state senator, that the candidate will be at least 25 years of 
age on the first scheduled day of the first regular session of the legislature convened after the election; if 
the candidacy is for the office of governor or lieutenant governor, that the candidate will be at least 30 
years of age on the first Monday in December following election or, if the office is to be filled by special 
election under AS 15.40.230 - 15.40.310, that the candidate will be at least 30 years of age on the date 
of certification of the results of the special election; or, for any other office, by the time that the candidate, 
if elected, is sworn into office; 
 
    (12) that the candidate requests that the candidate's name be placed on the primary election ballot; 
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    (13) that the required fee accompanies the declaration; 
 
    (14) that the person is not a candidate for any other office to be voted on at the primary or general 
election and that the person is not a candidate for this office under any other declaration of candidacy or 
nominating petition; 
 
    (15) the manner in which the candidate wishes the candidate's name to appear on the ballot; and 
 
    (16) that the candidate is registered to vote as a member of the political party whose nomination is 
being sought. 
 
    (b) A person filing a declaration of candidacy under this section, other than a person subject to AS 
24.60 who is filing a declaration for a state legislative office, shall simultaneously file with the director a 
statement of income sources and business interests that complies with the requirements of AS 39.50.  A 
person who is subject to AS 24.60 and is filing a declaration of candidacy for state legislative office shall 
simultaneously file with the director a disclosure statement that complies with the requirements of AS 
24.60.200. 
 
    (c) An incumbent public official, other than a legislator, who has a current statement of income sources 
and business interests under AS 39.50 on file with the Alaska Public Offices Commission, or an 
incumbent legislator who has a current disclosure statement under AS 24.60.200 on file with the Alaska 
Public Offices Commission, is not required to file a statement of income sources and business interests 
or a disclosure statement with the declaration of candidacy under (b) of this section. 
 
Sec. 15.25.040. Manner and date of filing declaration. 
 
    (a) The declaration is filed by either 
 
    (1) the actual physical delivery of the declaration in person or by mail at or before 5:00 p.m., prevailing 
time, June 1 of the year in which a general election is held for the office; or 
 
    (2) reliable electronic transmission of a copy in substance of the statements made in paragraphs (1) - 
(5) of the declaration as required by AS 15.25.030 (a) at or before 5:00 p.m., prevailing time, June 1 of 
the year in which a general election is held for the office and also the actual physical delivery of the 
declaration containing paragraphs (1) - (16) as required by AS 15.25.030 (a) by mail that is received not 
more than 15 days after that time. 
 
    (b) If the postmark is illegible, a dated receipt from the post office where dispatched shall be 
acceptable as evidence of mailing.  If June 1 is a Sunday or holiday, the deadlines for postmarking and 
receipt of the declaration shall be extended 24 hours in each instance. 
 
    (c) A candidate for a statewide office or a candidate for a district-wide office shall file either with the 
director or an election supervisor.  If the candidate files the declaration with an election supervisor, the 
election supervisor shall immediately forward the declaration to the director. 
 
    (d) If the declaration filed under (a) of this section is not received within seven calendar days, the 
candidate shall be notified of nonreceipt.  The candidate shall have the opportunity to refile the 
declaration with proof that a previous declaration has been filed in a timely manner and in accordance 
with law. 
 
Sec. 15.25.042. Eligibility of a candidate. 
 

(a) If the director receives a complaint regarding the eligibility of a candidate for a particular office, the 
director shall determine eligibility under regulations adopted by the director.  The director shall determine 
the eligibility of the candidate within 30 days of the receipt of the complaint. 
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(b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, the director shall determine the eligibility of the candidate 

by a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
    (c) If a candidate for the legislature has been registered to vote at any time during the 12 months 
preceding the filing of the declaration of candidacy in a district other than the district in which the 
declaration of candidacy has been filed, the director may not determine that a candidate is eligible except 
under a standard of clear and convincing evidence. 
 
    (d) A person may not be a resident of two districts at the same time. 
 
Sec. 15.25.043. Determination of residency of a candidate. 
 
In determining the residence within a house district of a qualified voter for the purposes of compliance 
with art. II, sec. 2 of the Alaska Constitution, the director shall apply the rules established in AS 15.05.020 
together with the following rules: 
 
    (1) a person establishes residence within a house district 
 
    (A) by actual physical presence at a specific location within the district; and 
 
    (B) by maintaining a habitation at the specific location; 
 
    (2) a person may maintain a place of residence at a specific location within a district while away from 
the location for purposes of employment, education, military service, or vacation if the person does not 
establish residency at another location; and 
 
    (3) a qualified voter loses residence by voting in another house district or in another state's elections. 
 
Sec. 15.25.045. Withdrawal of candidacy.   
 
Notice of withdrawal of candidacy must be in writing over the signature of the candidate. 
 
Sec. 15.25.050. Requirement of filing fee. 
 
    (a) At the time the declaration is filed, each candidate shall pay a nonrefundable filing fee to the 
director.  The filing fee for candidates for office of governor, lieutenant governor, United States senator, 
and United States representative is $100.  The filing fee for candidates for office of state senator and 
state representative is $30. 
 

(c) An indigent person as defined by regulations adopted under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure 
Act) may file a statement of indigence in the form prescribed by regulation in place of the filing fee 
required by this section. 

 
Sec. 15.25.055. Removal of name from primary ballot. 
 
A candidate's name must appear on the primary election ballot unless notice of the withdrawal from the 
primary is received by the director at least 52 days before the date of the primary election. 
 
Sec. 15.25.100. Placement of nominees on general election ballot.  
 
The director shall place the name of the candidate receiving the highest number of votes for an office by a 
political party on the general election ballot. 
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